
Welcome to AP Stats!
Mr. Molesky

Lakeville South High School



WHAT IS STAT IS T ICS?

Statistics is the science of data...

Data are numbers with a context.

We will study four major themes this year:

Collecting Data - Surveys, Studies, and Experiments

Describing Data - Graphical and Numerical Analysis

Probability - The Study of Chance Behavior

Inference - Making Conclusions Based on Data



THE AP EXAM

I will be preparing you for the Advanced Placement 
Statistics Exam taking place on Tuesday, May 6, 2008.

3 hours -- 40 Multiple Choice Questions, 5 Free-
Response Questions, 1 “Investigative Task”

You CAN be successful on this exam IF you put forth 
the effort ALL YEAR LONG.

I will provide you with LOTS of preparation 
materials as well as insight from the grading of the 
exam.

I need you to provide the effort...



WHAT  DO YOU NEED?

You will need the following items for this course:

Graphing Calculator - Required (TI83+/84+ recommended)

Notebook - 2 or 3 subject, college-ruled

Binder - 1.5” for tables, handouts, notes, etc.

Pencil, pen, highlighter

Strong work ethic and a willingness to ask for help!



YOUR TEXTBOOK

“The Practice of Statistics, 3e” by 
Yates, Moore, Starnes

Read It

Study It

Use It

Take Care of It - Cover It!

Bring it every day...



YOUR BOOK CARD

We’ll check the books 
out in the Media 
Center.

Please fill out your 
book card with the 
following information.

SOMETHING UNIQUE/
INTERESTING ABOUT 

YOURSELF

LAST, FIRST         AP STATS

BOOK #             PER ........

MATH COURSE LAST  YEAR

FUTURE PLANS/MAJOR



COURSE WEBSI TES

Class Website:

web.mac.com/statsmonkey

Notes, Handouts, etc.

Textbook Website:

bcs.whfreeman.com/tps3e

Resources, Applets, Quizzes

http://web.mac.com/statsmonkey
http://web.mac.com/statsmonkey


   Lakeville South High School

“Any fool can know...the point is to understand.” ~ Albert Einstein

AP Statistics“Statistical thinking will one day be as necessary for efficient citizenship as the ability to read and write.” ~H.G. Wells
COURSE DESCRIPTION

APStatistics introduces students to 
the major concepts and tools for 
collecting, analyzing, and drawing 
conclusions from data.  Students are 
exposed to four broad conceptual 
themes: 

Exploring Data: Describing patterns and departures from patterns 
Sampling and Experimentation: 
Planning and conducting a study Anticipating Patterns: Exploring 

random phenomena using probability and simulation Statistical Inference: Estimating 
population parameters and testing 
hypotheses 

Students who successfully complete 
the course and exam may receive 
credit, advanced placement, or both 
for a one-semester introductory 
college statistics course.

M R .  J A S O N  M .  M O L E S K Y

R o o m  C 2 0 9

L a k e v i l l e  S o u t h  H i g h  S c h o o l

W
EBSITE

web.mac .com/statsmonkey

EMAILjmmolesky@isd194.k12.mn.us

Classroom Expectations:Learning takes place every day in the 
form of lectures, discussions, activities, 
and individual study. Every moment 
lost is a lost opportunity at learning the 
material. Some of that learning can be 
made up, some can not.  YOU are my 
most valuable teaching resource...absences and tardiness will 
negatively impact your education.
I will do my best to get you caught up in 
the event that you are gone; however, 
you are ultimately responsible for 
determining what you’ve missed and 
how you’ll make it up.  Note:
I expect all students to work until the 
end of the hour...class time is limited 
and valuable.I am more than willing to help you get 
caught up or provide additional help...all you need to do is ask!

Daily Work - Assessments:
In order to learn the material, you 

MUST practice it!  This is a college-

level course and will be treated as 

such. All daily work is due the day 

after it is assigned.  Homework will 

be collected at the end of each 

chapter, but daily checks may also 

occur.

I will provide you with chapter guides 

outlining our learning objectives, 

tentative assignments, and dates of 

quizzes and exams. You are 
responsible for taking the exam on 

the scheduled day, even if you miss 

the review day.  Missed exams will be 

made up upon your return.

Grade Scale:A: ! 94-100A-: ! 90-93B+: ! 87-89B: ! 83-86B-: ! 80-82C+: ! 77-79C: ! 73-76C-: ! 70-72D+: ! 67-69D: ! 63-66D-: ! 60-62

Course Requirements:
Please bring the following items to class 

every day:
Required Textbook: “The Practice of 

Statistics, 3e”Notebook, Pencil, Pen, Highlighter

Binder (1.5” to hold “Statistics Toolbox”, notes, 

handouts, practice problems, AP Exam Prep)

Graphing Calculator (TI 83+/84+ recommended)

Positive Attitude and a Willingness to Work!Expectations:Respect.
Be on time and prepared.Use class time wisely.Make an effort, not an excuse.

Ask for help!

My goal is to introduce you to the 
history, wide variety of uses, and (believe it 
or not) interesting side of Statistics. While 
the material may be difficult at times, I am 
hoping that together we can make the 

class enjoyable, interesting, and relevant so 
that you will come to understand the 

subject. Please know my door is always open 
should you need help...I look forward to a 

great year working with you!

~-MrM
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SYLLABUS-EXPECTATIONS

My goal is for you to understand 
Statistics and how it plays a role 
in your current and future life.

My hope is you will be successful 
in the course and earn a passing 
score on the AP Exam.

My expectation is that you will 
put forth the effort necessary to 
be successful in a college-level 
course.



LET’S TALK STATS...

A claim has been made that 
students who study while 
listening to Mozart perform 
better on exams than 
students who listen to other 
music or no music at all.

How could we test this claim?

How would you gather, 
analyze, and use data to 
study this? 



HOMEWORK

Cover your book.

Read the “Case Study” 
and Introduction to 
the Preliminary 
Chapter.

See You Tomorrow!


