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Life may not be the party we hoped for but while we are here we might as well dance.
(Unknown source)

The fragrance of the violet sheds on the heel that has crushed it.

(Mark Twain)

Friendship increases by visiting friends, but by visiting seldom.

(Benjamin Franklin)

The one who lacks the courage to start has already finished.

(Unknown source)

Remember when your mother used to say “Go to your room!”?  This was a terrible penalty.  Now when a mother says the same thing, a kid goes to his room.  There he’s got an air conditioner, a TV set, an intercom, a computer with internet access - he’s better off then he was in the first place.

(Sam Levinson)

Even when he cheated he couldn’t win, because the people he cheated against were always better at cheating too.

(Joseph Heller)

Washington is like a Roman arena.  Gladiators do battle, and spectators determine who survives by giving the appropriate signal, just as in the Coliseum.

(Henry Kissinger)

All newspaper editorial writers ever do is come down from the hills after the battle is over and shoot the wounded.

(Ken Dooley)

There is one thing you can say about country clubs; they drain off a lot of people you wouldn’t want to associate with anyway.

(Joseph Prescott)

Decide what you want, and decide what you are willing to exchange for it.  Establish your priorities and go to work.

(H. L Hunt)

If you have an hour, will you not improve that hour instead of idling it away?

(Lord Chesterfield)

He who will not reflect is a ruined man.

(Asian Proverb)

Every day do something that will inch you closer to a better tomorrow.

(Doug Firebaugh)

Heaven never helps the man who will not act.

(Sophocles)

Insist on yourself.  Never imitate.

(Ralph Waldo Emerson)

Men soon the faults of other learn

A few their virtues, too, find out;

But there is one - I have a doubt -

Who can his own defects discern.

(Sanskrit Proverb)

The fact is that to do anything in the world worth doing, we must not stand back shivering and thinking of the cold and danger, but jump in and scramble through as well as we can.

(Robert Cushing)

We bury men when they are dead, but we try to embalm the dead body of laws.  It usually takes 100 years to make a law; and then, after it has done its work, it usually takes 100 years to get rid of it.

(Henry Ward Beecher)

Football is, after all, a wonderful way to get rid of aggressions without going to jail for it.

(Heywood Hale Broun)

It is difficult to see why lace should be so expensive; it is mostly holes.

(Mary Little)

Modest people are usually admired - if people ever hear of them.

(Ed Howe)

Good people are only half as good, and bad people only half as bad as people regard them.

(Elbert Hubbard)

Inventing is a combination of brains and materials.  The more brains you use, the less material you need.

(Charles Kettering)

I occasionally play works by contemporary composers for two reasons.  First to discourage the composer from writing any more and secondly to remind myself how much I appreciate Beethoven.

(Jascha Heifetz)

I look upon reviews as sort of infant diseases to which newborn books are subject.

(George Lichtenberg)

If the creator had a purpose in equipping us with a neck, he surely meant for us to stick it out.

(Arthur Koestler)

A fishing rod is a stick with a hook at one end and a fool at the other.

(Samuel Johnson)

The easiest kind of relationship for me is with 10,000 people.  The hardest is with one.

(Joan Baez)

The best way to gain a good reputation is to endeavor to be what you desire to appear.

(Socrates)

The only journey is the journey within.

(Rainer Maria Rilke)

Collect as precious pearls the words of the wise and virtuous.

(Abd-el-Kadar)

Whenever two people meet, there are really six people present.  There is each man as he sees himself, each man as the other person sees him, and each man as he really is.

(William James)
If the present Congress errs in too much talking, how can it be otherwise in a body to which the people send 150 lawyers, whose trade is to question everything, yield nothing, and talk by the hour?  That 150 lawyers should do business together ought not to be expected.

(Thomas Jefferson)

If we do not plant knowledge when young, it will give us no shade when we are old.

(Lord Chesterfield)

Everything you read in the newspapers is absolutely true except for the rare story of which you happen to have firsthand knowledge.

(Erwin Knoll)

Here lies my past,

Goodbye I have kissed it;

Thank you kids,

I wouldn’t have missed it.

(Ogden Nash)

I read within a poet’s book

A word that starred the page;

“Stone walls do not a prison make,

 Nor iron bars a cage!”

Yes that is true, and something more,

You’ll find where’er you roam

That marble floors and gilded walls

Can never make a home.

But every house where love abides,

And Friendship is a guest,

Is surely home, and home-sweet-home:

For there the heart can rest.

(Henry Van Dyke)
-----------------------
OK, GOOD FOLKS… THE FOLLOWING QUOTES I HAVE POSTED BEFORE (SOME TIME AGO) BUT I WILL POST THEM AGAIN SIMPLY BECAUSE I LOVE THEM.  WHEN I RETIRED FROM FULL TIME TEACHING AT CATE SCHOOL IN JUNE 2004  ONE OF MY STUDENTS IN AN OPTIONAL FINANCIAL MATHEMATICS COURSE, KYLE KULDA,  GAVE ME A BOOK OF COWBOY-TYPE SAYINGS  CALLED “SAVVY SAYIN’S” BY KEN ALSTAD.  KYLE KNEW I COLLECTED INSPIRATIONAL QUOTES.  KYLE WAS A BIT OF A COWBOY HIMSELF IN THE SENSE THAT HE GREW UP ON A RANCH AND COULD RIDE A HORSE, HERD CATTLE, ETC., ETC.   IN OTHER WORDS, KYLE WASN’T A “TYPICAL” CATE STUDENT.  I DEEPLY APPRECIATED KYLE’S GESTURE IN GIVING ME THE BOOK BUT I MUST ADMIT THAT I DIDN’T REALIZE HOW INSIGHTFUL THESE QUOTE WERE UNTIL I SAT DOWN ONE EVENING AND READ THROUGH THE BOOK AT A LEISURELY PACE.  SO, WITH APOLOGIZES TO THOSE WHO HAVE SEEN THEM BEFORE, HERE ARE…

SOME OF THE QUOTES FROM “ SAVVY SAYIN’S”   BY KEN ALSTAD.

Brains in the head saves blisters on the feet.

It’s easier to stand the smell of liquor than to listen to it.

The cards ain’t been shuffled good ‘less you got a good hand.

Never approach a bull from the front, a horse from the rear, or a fool from any direction.

Never gamble with a man who knows both sides of the cards.

Men and barbed wire have their good points.

Surprise is a near-sighted porcupine fallin’ in love with a cactus.

It’s hard to put a foot in a shut mouth.

A man who ain’t got ideas of his own should be mighty careful who he borrows ‘em from.

Some men talk ‘cause they got somethin’ to say.  Others talk ‘cause they got to say somethin’.

When you got  nothin’ to lose, try anythin’.

Life is like checkers.  When you reach the top, you can move wherever you want.

A good friend is one who tells you your faults in private.

Before you go into a canyon, know how you’ll get out.

You can’t be hurt by words you don’t say.

A good drinkin’  buddy never heard the story before.

Ignorance is expensive.

A cat has nine lives, but a lie can live forever.

A winning poker hand is like a cowboy’s legs: Few and far between.

A fool kin ask more questions in an hour than 10 savvy men kin answer in a year.

Don’t complain about getting old.  The only alternative  is worse.

Saddle your horse before sassin’ the boss.

When you ain’t on speakin’ terms with the law, it pays to travel light.

Happiness depends more on how life strikes you than on what happens.

If you don’t buy what you only want, you’ll have money to buy what you really need.

If you have a hill to climb, waitin’ won’t make it smaller.

A drunken tongue tells what’s on a  sober mind.

It  don’t take long for a gamblin’ cowboy to put money in circulation.

Borrowin’ is like scratchin’.  It only feels good for a little while.

If you follow a new track,
 there ain’t no way of knowin’
if the man that made it
Knew where he was  goin’.

Don’t build the gate till you’ve built the corral.

The man who can’t take a word of criticism hears it the most.

Lightning does the work; thunder takes the credit.

If someone would pump some water into it, an arroyo would be a river.

Drunks sober up.  Fools remain fools.

Many a thing a man does is judged right or wrong according to the time and the place.

You can’t head off a man who won’t quit.

Even the biggest ball of  twine  unravels.

Secrets are easier heard than  kept.

You kin talk sense to a smart man but not a fool.

The really great man makes everyone else feel great.

A stone stops rollin’ when it finds the kind of moss it wants to gather.

If you’ve lived to be 29 and have made no enemies, you’re a failure.

A wishbone ain’t no substitute for a backbone.

A brave man doesn’t admit courage.  Cowards don’t admit fear.

Many things should be done in  silence and talkin’ about them is a mistake.

Most gossip ain’t worth the repeatin’ it gets.

The man who can’t make  choices makes a choice.

Men honor men who honor their fellow man.

To  avoid  temptation, yield.

To learn what money is worth, try to borrow some.

The man who knows the least repeats it the most.

Weigh words, don’t count ‘em.

A chip on the shoulder is a sure sign of a blockhead.

If it  takes liquor to build your courage, you might have to prove it.

The least said, the sooner mended.

Stick your nose in  trouble and you’re likely to find you foot’s in there, too.

The farther you run, the longer the way back.

It’s the man that’s the cowboy, not the outfit he  wears.

Life ain’t in holdin’ a good hand but in playin’ a poor one well.

You never know your luck till the  wheel stops.

You’ll sure get outpointed if you pick a fight with a porcupine.

If you see a coward with a gun, it’s time to get scared or scarce.

When the boss wants long talk, you’re in for a long listen.

After some folks tell you all they know, they keep on talkin’.

When wiser men are talkin’, let your ears hang down and  listen.

No matter how hard the winter, spring always comes.

A man can learn a heap of things if he keeps his ears washed.

