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There are no classes in life for beginners:  right away you are always asked to deal with what is most difficult.  (Rainer Maria Rilke)

Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.  (William Butler Yeats)

The difficult part in an argument is not to defend one’s opinion, but rather to know it.  (Andre Maurois)

Life is a succession of lessons which must be lived to be understood.  (Ralph Waldo Emerson)

Knowledge can be communicated, but not wisdom.  (Herman Hesse)

Life without endeavor is like entering a jewel mine and coming out with empty hands.  (Japanese proverb)

One way to get the most out of life is to look at it as an adventure.  (William Feather)

It’s not easy taking my problems one at a time when they refused to get in line.  (Ashleigh Brilliant)

The chief danger is life is that you may take too many precautions.  (Alfred Adler)

Good ideas are not adopted automatically.  They must be driven into practice with courageous impatience.  (Adm. Hyman Rickover)

Life’s a voyage that’s homeward bound.  (Herman Melville)

To abolish all valleys is to get rid of the mountains.  (Alan Watts)

If we do not permit the earth to produce beauty and joy, it will in the end not produce food either.  (Joseph Krutch)

The best way to prepare for life is to begin to live.  (Elbert Hubbard)

An education is like a crumbling building that needs constant upkeep with repairs and additions.  (Louis Dedek)

Statistics are no substitute for judgment.  (Unknown source)

There is a danger when a man throws his tongue into high gear before he gets his brain a-going.  (C. C. Phelps)

It is the loose ends with which men hang themselves.  (Zelda Fitzgerald)

Everything looks impossible for the people who never try anything.  (Jean-Louis Etienne)

Persistence is self-discipline in action.  (Unknown source)

A person often meets his destiny on the road he took to avoid it.  (Jean De La Fontaine)

Many slow and sly deceptions,

Make the justice system skew;

Due process, when thus maneuvered,

Thwarts the justice that is due.               (Art Buck)

What I’m looking for is a blessing that is not in disguise.  (Kitty O’Neil)

The wise person questions himself; the fool others.  (Henri Arnold)

We make our fortunes, and we call them fate. (Earl of Beaconsfield)

Words are like diamonds.  Polish them too much, and all you get are pebbles.  (Bruce Courtenay)

Stature comes not with height but with depth.  (Benjamin Lechtenberg)

Gambling: The sure way of getting nothing for something.  (Wilson Mizner)

Self-restraint is feeling your oats without sowing them.  (James Dinnegan)

After a certain number of years, our faces become our biographies.  (Cynthia Ozick)
Most of the shadows of this life are caused by our standing in our own sunshine.  (Ralph Waldo Emerson)

Life is either a daring adventure or nothing.  (Helen Keller)

Those who devote 16 hours a day to hard study may become as wise at 60 as they thought themselves to be at 20.  (Thomas Jefferson)

Like our shadows, our wishes lengthen as the sun declines.

Cleaning your house

While your kids are growing

Is like shoveling the walk

Before it stops snowing.  (Phyllis Diller)

If at first you do succeed, try something harder.  (Ken Dooley)

The greatest happiness you can know is knowing that you do not necessarily require happiness.  (William Saroyan)

Forget the past.  No one becomes successful in the past.  (Richard Bell)

Dost thou love life?  Then do not squander time, for that is the stuff life is made of.  (Benjamin Franklin)

As I was going up a stair

I met a man who wasn’t there!

He wasn’t there again today!

I really wish he’d stay away.  (Hughes Mearns)

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Below are some western-style quotes from a very cute little book called SAVVY SAYIN’S, by Ken Alstad.  I’ve posted most of these before but some of you good people may be seeing them for the first time.  I love these quotes.  If you think about the statements you can read a lot into them.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Brains in the head saves blisters on the feet.

It’s easier to stand the smell of liquor than to listen to it.

The cards ain’t been shuffled good ‘less you got a good hand.

Never approach a bull from the front, a horse from the rear, or a fool from any direction.

Never gamble with a man who knows both sides of the cards.

Men and barbed wire have their good points.

Surprise is a near-sighted porcupine fallin’ in love with a cactus.

It’s hard to put a foot in a shut mouth.

A man who ain’t got ideas of his own should be mighty careful who he borrows ‘em from.

Some men talk ‘cause they got somethin’ to say.  Others talk ‘cause they got to say somethin’.

When you got  nothin’ to lose, try anythin’.

Life is like checkers.  When you reach the top, you can move wherever you want.

A good friend is one who tells you your faults in private.

Before you go into a canyon, know how you’ll get out.

You can’t be hurt by words you don’t say.

A good  drinkin’  buddy never heard the  story before.

Ignorance is expensive.

A cat has nine lives, but a lie can live forever.

A  winning poker hand is like a cowboy’s legs: Few and far between.

A fool kin ask more questions in an hour  than 10 savvy men kin answer in a year.

Don’t complain about getting old.  The only alternative  is worse.

Saddle your horse before sassin’ the boss.

When you ain’t on  speakin’ terms with the law, it pays to travel light.

Happiness depends more on how life strikes you than on what happens.

If you don’t buy what you only want, you’ll have money to buy what you really need.

If you have a hill to climb, waitin’ won’t make it smaller.

A drunken tongue tells what’s on a  sober mind.

It  don’t take long for a gamblin’ cowboy to put money in circulation.

Borrowin’ is like scratchin’.  It only feels good for a little while.

If you follow a new track,

  there ain’t no way of knowin’

if the man that made it

 Knew where he was  goin’.

Don’t build the gate till you’ve built the corral.

The man who can’t take a word of criticism hears it the most.

Lightning does the work; thunder takes the credit.

If someone would pump some water into it, an arroyo would be a river.

Drunks sober up.  Fools remain fools.

Many a thing a man does is judged right or wrong according to the time and the place.

You can’t head off a man who won’t quit.

Even the biggest ball of  twine  unravels.

Secrets are  easier heard than  kept.

You kin talk sense to a smart man but not a fool.

The really great man makes everyone else feel great.

A stone stops rollin’ when it finds the kind of moss it wants to gather.

If you’ve lived to be 29 and have made no enemies, you’re a failure.

A wishbone ain’t no substitute for a backbone.

A brave man doesn’t  admit courage.  Cowards don’t admit fear.

Many things should be done in  silence and talkin’ about them is a mistake.

Most gossip ain’t worth the repeatin’ it gets.

The man who can’t make  choices makes a choice.

Men honor men who honor their fellow man.

To  avoid  temptation, yield.

To learn what money is worth, try to borrow some.

The man who knows the least repeats it the most.

Weigh words, don’t count ‘em.

A chip on the shoulder is a sure sign of a blockhead.

If it  takes liquor to build your courage, you might have to prove it.

The least said, the sooner mended.

Stick your nose in  trouble and you’re likely to find you foot’s in there, too.

The farther you run, the longer the way back.

It’s the man that’s the cowboy, not the outfit he wears.

Life ain’t in holdin’ a good hand but in playin’ a poor one well.

You never know your luck till the  wheel stops.

You’ll sure get outpointed if you pick a fight  with a porcupine.

If you see a  coward with a gun, it’s time to get scared or scarce.

When the boss wants long talk, you’re in for a long listen.

After some folks tell you all they know, they keep on talkin’.

When wiser men are talkin’, let your ears hang down and  listen.

No matter how hard the winter, spring always comes.

A man can learn a heap of things if he keeps his ears washed.

